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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


\\0\ 


By Eleanor Taylor Marsh, Member of the National Council of the Woman's Party. 


AYS might be spent in reading the intensely interesting reports which 

constantly reach Womian’s Party Headquarters at Washington from 
the various campaign fronts in the battle for Equal Rights. Unless one is 
in close touch with our general staff here, it is hard to realize how immense 
and how stirring is the fight now going on, over a battle-ground stretching 
from.coast to coast, and from the very most northern to the most southern 
part of the-country. : | 


in proper form’ (on correct stationery, etc.) for introduction, she was 
told that they were so nearly in correct form that there was very little 
todo, Then the same comments have been made by two Senators who are 
lawyers. I thought she would like to know how accurate her work 
was found to be. It pleased us greatly, I assure you.” } 
The same comment was made by the head of the Legislative Commission 
in New York State, to whom the Woman’s Party bills in that State were 


Never, since the first days of Susan B. 
Anthony’s pilgrimage through the anti- 
suffrage stretches of the West and South, 
have women undertaken a campaign of 
such tremendous importance, on so far- 
flung a battle front. | 


Some conception of the extent of the 
work now going on may be realized from 
the fact that no less than forty-one State 
legislatures convened during January, 
with two more meeting in April and June, 
and one special session, in Virginia, open- 
ing February 28. In other words, only 
four States in the entire Union do not 
afford, during the first months of 1923, 
an opportunity for a legislative campaign 
for the removal of discriminations against 
women. | 

This great opportunity is being utilized 
to the full. As fast as State committees 
and branches can be organized, as fast 
as the necessary bills can be drawn at 
Headquarters and submitted to _ the 
States, a political campaign begins at each 
State capitol for the passage of Equal 
Rights measures. These campaigns not 
only promise definite legislative achieve- 
ment, but they also stimulate interest in 
the complete program of the Woman’s 
Party and attract new members, 

Only those in the thick of the campaign 
can understand the concentrated “plug- 
ging” which has gone on at Headquarters 
during the past year to make these cam- 
paigns effective. During the old suffrage 
days, organizers started forth with a sim- 
ple and concrete suffrage measure, easily 
understood, identical for every State. 
Today, the workers in the campaign for 
Equal Rights, must have available a great 


mass of information about hundreds of laws affecting women, these laws 
They must also have at hand bills, drafted to # 
meet local conditions, varying according to the varying statutes of each 


different in each State. 


State. 


GREETINGS F ROM WM. CABELL BRUCE 
United Statgs Senator from Maryland. 


I am glad to say in gdnnection with the publication of the 
first issue of Equal Rights, the organ of the National Woman’s 
Party, that I am fully th sympathy with the movement to free 
women from all political and legal discriminations that tend to 
deny to them the full equality of opportunity that men enjoy. 
Apart from their inferiority to men in mere brute force, which 
unfits them for some manual employments and_ political posi- 
tions of which men must necessarily have a monopoly, I am 
not disposed to set any limits to the economic or political po- 


tentialities of women. Their sex and the functiofis‘and duties | 
peculiar to it, which nature has imposed upon them, will always, | 


of course, render it impossible for them to give themselves up 
as unreservedly and continuously as men to political activity or 
professional or business pursuits; but that is no reason at all 
why they should not do so, just-as completely, in every indi- 
vidual instance, as the primary demands upon woman as the 
mother and, in a very important sense, the instructress of the 
race, will allow them to do. The idea that women are naturally 
the mental inferiors of men is one, of course, that can now 
be abruptly dismissed as “suckled in a creed out-worn.”’ 

Women, to be sure, are not just like men in some respects 
mentally, or temperamentally. How far this is due to natural, 
and how far to artificial, causes it is as yet too early to say; 
but in view of the case, men and women are the full comple- 
ments of each other, and, when blended, constitute a stronger 
and richer influence than either men or women separately 
considered. | 

To me, the most interesting feature of my canvass for the 
United States Senate, was the extent to which it enabled me to 
see for myself how far Woman Suffrage is working satis- 


Aactorily. The impressions left upon my mind were altogether 


favorable to it. The atidiences that I addressed throughout 


the State of Maryland, éxcept at some meetings in Baltimore } 


City, were made up almost equally of men and women; and so 
far as I could see, the women were taking a very active interest 
in public affairs. Certainly they have brought an unmistakably 
fresh and vitalizing current of thought and feeling into the 
political life of Maryland; being much less interested than men 
are in the machine side of politics, and decidedly more interested 
than they are in the relative merits of issues and candidates. 


(Signed) Bruce. 


submitted. 


Types of Legislation Introduced. 

The conference of officers of the Party 
held last November at Washington en- 
dorsed five different forms of Equal 
Rights legislation, to be used as thought 
best by the various States. The five dif- 
ferent forms included the form of the 
Wisconsin law, passed in 1921, which is a 
general Equal Rights law ; the bill drafted 


for the Colorado branch of the Party, 


which is still more general in its form; 
and, finally, various forms of specific 
bills, dealing with all the specific dis- 
criminations found to exist in the various 
States. 

Most of the branches have decided to 
introduce as many as necessary of the 
specific bills, and then in addition, a bill 
similar to the Colorado bill, which states 
the general principle that women shall 
have all the rights, privileges and im- 
munities possesséd by men. Some States 
are concentrating on specific bills remov- 
ing every existing disability and not in- 
troducing a general bill at all. In every 
case, the decision has been left to the 
women familiar with local conditions, and 
with the difficulties to be met in each 
legislature. As Miss Paul repeatedly 
states in, her letters of advice to State 
officers: (~ 

“It to me that it is immaterial 
whether the bills which are passed are 
those which we have drawn up, or those 
which some other organization has drawn 
up. I think we should consider any Equal 

ights legislation which is introduced, as 
es legislation and support it. The only 


: important thing is to see that all Equal — 
Rights bills are passed and all disabilities removed.” 


; Bird’s-eye View of the Campaign. 
A bird’s-eye -view of the battle field shows certain strategic centers... 


_-Such information, furnished national organizers, speakers, and State 
" Officers, is the fruit of the arduous: work of the national legal research 
department, under: Mrs. Burnita Shelton Matthews. ‘With a staff of 
—~assistants, she has completed the immense task of analyzing the laws of 
our forty-eight States from the point of view of women. The national 
legislative department under the direction of Miss Emma Wold, national 
legislative secretary, has then drawn, at the request of State officers, spe- 
cific bills removing individual discriminations against women, in some 
* cases as many as forty-two separate bills for one State. 

The admirable quality of their work has been attested by State legis- 
lative emg over and over again, Dr. Gillette Hayden, State chair- 
man for Ohio, Writes: “Do tell Miss Wold that. when Miss Brandon took 
her Ohio mt to the Legislative Reference Bureau to have them ‘put 


New York State is one of the most important: Mrs. Clarence M. Smith, 
the very able State legislative chairman, is conducting a most adroit and 
effective campaign at Albany, ,which has already resulted in the intro- 
duction by Senator Salvator A. Cotillo, chairman of the judiciary com- 
mittee, of twenty-five equality bills, each removing an important disability 
now applying to the women of New York. The Woman’s Party is also 
seeking in New York to have all the special labor laws for women amended 
as so to apply equally to men and women, and not simply to women alone. 

Although New York State is on the whole one of the progréssive 
States with regard to women, the twenty-five bills which have been drawn 
to remove important discriminations now in the law regarding women 
show how far women are from being really equal before the law with 


men, even in the Empire State. Particularly do the legal relations of 
— and wife, of father and mother, reflect the old common law con- 


| | 
| 
i 
i 
ti 
S 
\ 
he 
o! 
C 
m 
to 
les 
cil 
\ p 
| u 
1S 
Se 
Cc 
m 
J 
Is] 
.™M 
in 


7 


tempt for the woman. lf the twenty-five bills drafted by the Woman's 


re Party are adopted by New York, some of the rights which women will 


achieve for the first time in their seventy-five year struggle, include: Com- 


dSjiee 0 control by a wife of her labor, earnings and property; equal rights 


for the mother with the father over both legitimate and illegitimate children © 


(and incidentally, the abolition of the outrageous legal stigma of illegiti- 
macy so far as the status of the child is concerned); equal rights for 
women with men in the inheritance of property ; the wiping out of “dower”’ 
and “curtesy” in the old sense, and the substitution of an equal right 
for both husband and wife, when there is no will, of a life interest in 
one-half the other’s real estate; equal rights for husband and wife in 
suing for “invasiori of marital rights’; equality in the enforcement of a 
single moral standard, so that prostitution is no longer an: offense for 
which only the woman is punished; equal rights for women in” office 
holding, and jury service; and finally, equal responsibility for the support 


lof the family, as between husband and wife, and father and mother, the 


law recognizing that a wife’s services in the household may constitute 
“support” as well as do the husband’s wages for work outside the home. 

Mrs. Aleta Estes Munger, of Detroit, national organizer of the 
Woman’s Party, has assisted in the campaign at Albany and New York 
City. Adelaide Stedman, national organizer, is in charge of organizing 
in New York City, as well as supervising an immense amount of detailed 
investigation into the operation of New York’s labor laws as they affect 


working women. 
In New England. 7 
New England shows as vigorous activity as does New York. Massa- 
chusetts, in particular, under the leadership of Mrs. Agnes Morey, mem- 
ber of the National Council, and Miss Katharine Morey, state chairman, 


. assisted by Eleanor Brannan, national organizer, is vigorously. prosecuting 


the campaign for equality begun with the introduction last year of a de- 
tailed bill to remove all discriminations against women now on the statute 
vooks. This bill covers points on which the Massachusetts law is at pres- 
ent unequal between men and women. A hearing before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee was planned for February 14 on the bill, at which 
prominent Massachusetts women urged its passage. 

- Together with the prosecution of its legislative campaign, the Massa- 
chusetts branch is vigorously conducting a membership campaign. State 
Headquarters have been opened in Boston. Miss Brannan’s letters are 
filled with reports of meetings held in drawing rooms, before clubs, at 
luncheons, in fact, wherever women are gathered together and are ready 
to listen to the message of the Woman’s Party. Some of the organiza- 


tions before which Miss Brannan has spoken are the Chilton Club, the | 


Democratic Women’s Club, the Republican Women’s Club, the Fabian 
Society, a discussion club at Worcester, the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club of Worcester. In addition, numerous meetings have been 
held in the homes of prominent worhen in Boston and its suburbs. One 
of the valuable numbers of the Woman’s Party in Massachusetts, who has 
just become a Founder is pits. Alice Cram who, as president of the 
Woman’s Democratic Club, secured the endorsement of the Woman’s 
_ Party bill from the Democratic women of Springfield and Holyoke. Mrs. 
' Cram resigned her presidency of the Democratic Women’s Club after the 
meeting at which the Woman’s Party program was presented, in order 
to work more directly for women than ‘she felt able to do through her 
party channels. | 

Bills have also been drafted at Headquarters for introduction into the 
legislature of Maine. Miss Gail Laughlin, member of the National Coun- 
cil, spoke recently at a meeting of the Maine branch at which neue for 
pushing th ual Rights legislation were developed. 

In Connecticut, Elsie Hill has organized a state committee which, 
under the able \guidance of Mrs. Lena P. Derecktor, of Meriden, state leg- 
islative chai , has accomplished much in a comparatively short time. 
Senator Golden, of that State, has already introduced a bill similar to the 


_Colerado Equal Rights bill and in addition 24 specific bills repealing Con- 


necticut’s “discriminations,” all of the bills now being before the Senate 

Judiciary Committee. A public hearing on the bills-is to be held soon. 
Miss Hill has also stimulated the organization of a campaign in Rhode 

Island, and spoke recently at an Equal Rights meeting at Providence. 


« Miss Adelaide Stedman has also spoken at a recent meeting in Providence 


in support of the Equal Rights program. . 
Mrs. Lois Warren Shaw of Manchester, New Hampshire, state chair- 


mau, is taking charge of the campaign in that State and has already intro- 
duced the Equal Rights bills. These include a bill allowing a married 
woman to establish her own legal residence, one allowing women to serve 
on juries, and others providing for equal guardianship of both legitimate 
and illegitimate children. 

So much for New England which, as the center of our first American 
campaign for political liberty, ought indeed, in the spirit of its traditons, 
to lead in this new campaign for the freedom of women. 

The Atlantic Coast. 

There is not space in such an article as this to touch on each of the 
forty States where legislatures are now sitting, and where activity in the 
Woman’s Party campaign is going on. A survey of the high spots is all 
that can be attempted. | 

At the request of New Jersey, bills have been drafted. for introduction 
into that State, and an organization meeting of the State branch is planned 
soon, under the direction of Mrs. C. D. Kar. Miss Mary Philbrook of 


Newark is tempotary state chairman. Miss Emma Wold, went recently — 


from national headquarters to speak at a meeting in Newark, explaining 
the bills suggested, and outlining plans for the campaign. 

In Pennsylvania numerous meetings in connection with the legislative 
campaign have been held under the direction of the state chairman, Mrs. 


-Manley-PoWer» At ohe of the most’ important of these meetings, *hetd at : 


the Art Alliance in Philadelphia, Miss Maud Younger, national legislative 
chairman, was the speaker and Mrs. J. P. Green presided. Mrs. Manley- 
Power and members of her state committee have made frequent trips to 
Washington to confer with the national offeers a the a 
vania campaign. 

In Delaware, Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles is throwing herself into the 
Equal Rights campaign with the same power and enthusiasm she devoted 
fori so many years to the suffrage struggle. As state legislative chairman 
she has already mapped out her campaign for the introduction of a num- 
ber of special bills removing Delaware’s serious discriminations. Miss 
Emma Wold spoke during January at a meeting of the Delaware branch 
of the Woman’s Party in Wilmington. 

Maryland, under Mrs. Donald R. Hooker, is not faced with the need 
for a legislative campaign, since the legislature does not meet until 1924, 
but active work is going into ux -holding of meetings, and the drive for 
members. Miss Sue White, member of the National Council of the 
Woman’s Party, recently spoke before a meeting of the Mat y‘and_ branch, 


The South. 
Mrs. Sophie Meredith, Virginia’s state chairman, is organizing a meet- 
ing for Miss Mary Winsor, who starts a southern speaking tour on Feb- 
ruary 18. Richmond turned out splendidly on February 2 to welcome 
Miss Maud Younger at a meeting held at the Jefferson auditorium. At 
least five hundred people heard Miss Younger speak. She was intro- 
duced by the Attorney-General of Virginia, John R. Saunders. © 
_ Virginia has no regular legislative session this year, but the Governor 
has called a special session for February 28 to deal with the-subject of 
good roads. Mrs. Meredith and her state committee intend to make the 
strongest possible effort to have passed at that session a general bill 


‘modelled on the Colorado form, and also specific Equal Rights bills cov- 


ering every inequality in the Virginia law. It will be remembered that 
at the last session of the legislature, although our entire bill did not pass, 


several important Equal Rights bills did, giving women certain rights, 


*particularly i in respect to property, which they never before possessed. 
Both South Carolina and Georgia show activity. Miss Lillian Bass, 
a member of the national legal research department, addressed a splen- 


did meeting at the Y. W. C. A. in Charleston on January 6. More than 


one hundred women were present. The legislative campaign was organ- 
ized, and a hearing on our bills held before the Charleston delegation to 
the State legislature. Miss Mabel Pollitzer, as state chairman, was. re- 
sponsible for the excellent attendance at the meeting and the splendid 
publicity secdted. Miss Bass also spoke in Savannah and Macon, Ga., 
and there laid the foundation for the introduction of Equal — bills 
when the Georgia legislature meets next June. 

Miss Mary Winsor, after leaving Richmond on February 20, will 
spend five days speaking at various meetings in Tennessee, as the guest 
of Mrs. L. Crozier French of Knoxville, and will endeavor to stimulate 
the Equal Rights campaign before the Tennessee legislature. 
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Forty-two bills have been prepared for introduction into the Alabama 
legislature. Miss Lavinia Egan, member of the National Council, spent 
several days recently at work in that State with the co-operation of Miss 
Della Mohr of Montgomery, state chairman. 

Louisiana, one of our banner states, has no legislative session until 
1924 but Mrs. John D. Wilkinson, state chairman, is continuing her cam- 
paign to secure members of the Woman’s Party in every parish. Miss 
Egan recently visited this State also and spoke continuously for a week 
in different parts of the State. 

In Texas, Miss Egan has been organizing for the past month in co- 
operation with Mrs. Rena Maverick Green of San Antonio, state chairman. 
Twenty-four bills have been drafted by national headquarters for intro- 
duction in the Texas legislature, including a general Equal Rights bill 
and bills removing specific disabilities. Miss Egan has held meetings in 
San Antonio, Austin, Dallas, Corpus Christie and other cities. At two 
successful meetings in San Antonio, Mrs. William Kent, California chair- 
man, spoke, one of the meetings being a debate between Mrs. Kent and 
Mrs. R. G. Pleasant of Shreveport, La., wife of former Governor Pleasant 
of that State, one of the opponents of the Woman’s Party program in her 
own State. At least 50 leading club women of San Antonio heard the 
debate, which aroused wide interest in the papers. Some of the arguments 
at the debate, as reported in the papers, remind one of the old suffrage 
days when women were accused of premeditating instant flight from home, 
family and children, so soon as they were admitted to the polling booth. 
~ Mrs. Kent found it necessary to assure her audience that “women are not 
going to desert home and the children when they secure — rights !”’ 
How. hardly the “anti’’ spirit dies! ; 


The West. 


In Colorado, through the efforts of Mrs. Susan Gray of Colorago 
rings, state treasurer, and Dr. Margaret Long of oroyn ‘chairman of 
First Congressional District, there were introduced.in the Colorado 
legislature, a general bill stating the Equal Rights principle and numerous 
bills dealing with specific disabilities of women. In Colorado both politi- 
cal parties are committed to Equal Rights by pre-election pledges. 
California women are centering their campaign at present on equalizing 
the “community property” system in that State which lumps together all 
property earned by husband and wife during marriage, and then gives the 
husband almost comrtete control over such property. ‘The California Bar 
Association has endorsed a bill which obviates some of the worst dis- 


criminations against the wife, but does not ensure complete equality for. 


her. This bill is backed by all of the women’s organizations of the State, 
and Mrs. Genevieve Allen of San Francisco, former state chairman of 
the Woman’s Party, is official lobbyist for it. 4 

New Mexico, under Mrs, Arthur A. Kellam of Albuquerque, state 
chairman, has had introduced by its only woman Senator, a general Equal 
Rights bill: 

Central States. 

Swinging around the circle till we reach the central Western States, 
another center of great activity is found. Anita Pollitzer, legislative sec- 
retary of the party, who has the faculty for being in half-a dozen places 
at once (so far as one is able to observe) has been travelling through 
Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and Oklahoma 
during the past two months. Everywhere she has left enthusiasm—and 
committees—behind her ready to start and to stick to the fight for Equality. 

Perhaps a few extracts from Miss Pollitzer’s letters will indicate the 
trail of activity which has followed her flying tour. 

From’ Detroit: 

“We raised $211 at a luncheon today ; ; nearly all present were already 
our members, but two became Founders. The President of the Catholic 
Study Club joined and Mrs. Jeffries, wife of Judge Jeffries, joined. * * 
Then I had a long session with Senator Coudon, chairman of the Senate 
Judiciary committee, who agrees anew to introduce our Equal Rights 
legislation.” 

From Chicago: 

“I phoned Bertha Moller (our piinmanete chairman) last night. She 
plans a dinner tomorrow night at-which I speak. One-quarter of the 
Minnesota legislators have already reserved places. I arrive in St. Paul 
. tomorrow .at 7.40. She meets me and we plan to see papers and the 


woman legislator on my arrival. The meeting in Chicago was excellent. 


We elected a board composed of Mrs. Edwin Loodell, Miss Florence 


Holbrook, Miss Editha Phelps, Dr. Frances Dickenson, Miss Genevieve - 


Melody, Mrs. Irwin Rosenfels, Dr. Dora Hendricksen (membership chair- 
man), Mrs. Clarissa McMahon (treasurer), Mrs. Lola Maverick Lloyd, 
Dr. Katherine Rich, Mrs. Cardoza, Mrs. Schurmann, Miss Kavana and 
Mrs. Kohr. I said in my talk, ‘you have a woman legislator near here. 
We should deputize her tomorrow,’ and I asked some one to go out of the 
room and find out about trains while I talked. * * * Well, we ar- 
ranged to go on the 2.20 train yesterday afternoon. I cannot tell you 
how perfect our afternoon was. Mrs. Lottie Holman O’Neill (the woman 
member of the legislature) is truly lovely in every sense. * * * Miss 
Holbrook was a wonderful spokesman. Fifteen went, which was good, 
for an hour’s train ride each way and such short notice. * * * I pre- 
sented every argument I could think of on the-opposition—then read our 
proposed bills. Mrs. O’Neill said: 
duce your bills.’ ” 

From St. Paul: . 

I arrived in St. Paul yesterday morning early. Bertha Moller had a 
thoroughly arranged dinner; reporters here in St. Paul to meet me at 8 
A. M. At 10 she and I were in Minneapolis and met more reporters. 
Myrtle Cain, who, you remember, picketed with us at the Republican 
convention in Chicago, is in the legislature. She got the Farmer-Labor 
endorsement. She is at presegt in the Milwaukee Woman’s Trade Union 
League and was an American Federation of Labor organizer. She an- 
nounced that she would introduce our legislation. Mrs. Moller opened the 
meeting and turned it over*to Mrs. A. R. Colvin, and then Myrtle Cain 
explained her stand for industrial equality between men and women. She 
cited instance after instance of labor union discrimination against women. 


Twelve women joined and practically every legislator present came up and 


shook hands and said we had his suppagt.” 
From Milwaukee, Wis. : 


“There has been so much to tell you and no time to write. This has 
- been a strenuous trip.’ 


I spoke every time arranged in Wisconsin, which 
was many times daily, and once over the radio. Mrs. Victor Berger, after 
much inquiry into our industrial stand, joined us.” 

From Columbus, Ohio: 

“Yesterday afternoon I arrived in Columbus and discussed the situation 
with Dr. Hayden, I went with Miss Mary Brandon to see the Secretary 


of State, Thadeus Brown. This afternoon Dr. Hayden is having*ten people 
at dinner and we spend the afternoon in a conference with State offi- 


or,” * 


From Des Moines, Iowa: 

“I am enclosing a list of the members secured in Iowa. 
lowa was successful from the standpoint of putting something over quickly, 
but I literally had to work every night until about 3 to get clerical things 
done. * * * JI went with Miss Carrie Bell to see Governor Kendall. 
He was amazed that there were any discriminations against women in 
Iowa. I read through every separate bill to him and he said he would like 
“to see every discrimintion removed. He has put a sentence in his mes- 
sage which is practically this: ‘I am in favor of the Equal Rights bill.’ 
The women on our board have decided to introduce all the Equal Rights 
legislation. They ‘are delighted with the program.” * * * 

Miss Pollitzer also spoke recently in Muskogee and Norman, Okla., 
in-co-operation with Mrs. Florence E. Cobb, of Wewoka, state chairman 
of the Woman’s Party, holding very successful necting | As a result 
of her visit to that State and a conference with Representative J. W. 
Callahan, he agreed to introduce a general bill similar to that drafted 
in Colorado, and also the Woman's Party bills on married woman’s domi- 
cile, on equal guardianship, on illegitimacy, on the administration of estates, 
and on the “head of the family.” Late news from Mrs. Cobb states that 
Mr. Callahan introduced the bill and that a hearing on it is called for 
February 13. 

Unfortunately, only the high spots in the nation- wide campagn for 
Equal Rights could be touched in this survey of the situation. Enough 
has surely been said, however, to stir every member to renewed activity 

‘own locality, and to indicate the splendid things which may be ac- 
complished for the cause of women through steady and persistent effort 
on the part of all of us. 


* * 


‘I see, and I will be happy to intro- 


‘ 
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 


(Adopted November 11, 1922, by the National Woman's Party.) 


PVHEREAS, Women today, although enfranchised, are still in every 

way subordinate to men before the law, in government, in educational 
opportunities, in the professions, in the church, in industry, and in the 
home. 


BE IT RESOLVED, That as a part of our campaign to remove all forms 
Of the subjection of women, we shall work for the following immedi- 
ate objects: | ee 


HAT, women shall no longer be regarded and shall no longer regard 
~~ themselves as inferior to men, but the equality of the sexes shall be 
recognized. | 


HAT women shall no longer be the governed half of society, but shall 
participate equally with men in the direction of life. 


T?4 T women shall no longer be denied equal educational opportunities 

with men, but the same opportunities shall be given to both sexes in all 
schools, colleges and universities which are supported in any way by public 
funds. 


HAT women shall no longer be barred from any occupation but every 

occupation open to men shall be open to women, and restrictions upon 
the hours, conditions, and remuneration of labor shall apply alike to both 
sexes. | 


HAT women shall no longer be discriminated against in the legal, the 

medical, the teaching, or any other profession, but the same opportuni- 
ties shall be given to women as to men in training for professions and in 
practice of these professions. 


THAT women shall no longer be discriminated against in civil and gov- 

ernment service, but shall have the same ‘right as men to authority, ap- 
pointment, advancement and pay in the executive, the legislative, and the 
judicial branches of the government-service:- 


HAT women shall no longer be discriminated against in the foreign 
trade, consular and diplomatic service, but women as well as men shall 
represent our country in foreign lands. 


THAT women shall no longer receive less pay than men for the same 
work, but shall receive equal compensation for equal work in public 
and private employment. 


HAT women shall no longer be barred from the priesthood or min- 
istry, or any other position of authority in the church, but equally with 
men shall participate in ecclesiastical offices and dignities. 


~ 


HAT a double moral standard shall no longer exist, but one code shall 


obtain for both men and women. | 


THAT exploitation of the sex of women shall no longer exist, but wom- 
en shall have the same right to the control of their persons as have men. 


HAT. women shall no longer be discriminated against in. treatment of 
sex diseases and in punishment of sex offenses, but men and women 
_ shall be treated in the same way for sex diseases and sex offenses. 


HAT women shall no longer be deprived of the right of trial by a jury 
of their peers, but jury service shall be open to women as to men. 


HAT women shall no longer be discriminated against in inheritance 
laws, but men and women shall have the same right to inherit property. 


THAT the identity of the wife shall no longer be merged in that of her 
husband, but the wife shall retain her separate identity after marriage 
and be able to contract with her husband concerning the marriage rela- 
tionship. 
THA T a women shall no longer be required by law or custom to assume 
the name of her husband upon marriage, but shall have the same right 
as a man to retain her own name after marriage. 


THAT the wife shall no longer be considered as supported by the hus- 


band, but their mutual contribution to the family maintenance shall be 
recognized. 


new 


THAT the headship of the family shall no longer be in the husband alone, 
but shall be equally in the husband and wife. 


THAT the husband shall no longer own his wife’s services, but these 
shall belong to her alone as in the case of any free person. 


THAT the husband shall no longer own his wife’s earnings, but these 
shall belong to her alone. : 


HAT the,husband shall no longer own or control his wife’s property 
but it shall belong to her and be controlled by her alone. | 


THAT the husband :shall no longer control the joint property of his wife . 
and himself; but the husband and wife shall have equal control of their 


joint property. 


AT the husband shall no longer obtain divorce more easily than the 


wife, but the wife shall have the right to obtain divorce on the same 
grounds as the husband. 


HA? the husband shall no longer have a greater right to make con- 
~ tracts than the wife, but a wife shall have equal right with her hus- 
band to make contracts. 


HAT married women shall no longer be denied the right to choose 
their own citizenship, but shall have the same independent choice of 
citizenship as is possessed by their husbands. 9 


THAT women shall no longer be discriminated against in the economic 
“ world because of marriage, but shall have the same treatment in the 
economic world after marriage, as have men. | 


THA T the father shall no longer have the paramount right to the care, 

custody, and control of the child, to determine its education and religion, 
to the guardianship of its estate, and to the control of its services and 
earnings, but these rights shall be shared equally by the father and mother 
in the case of all children, whether born within or without the marriage 
ceremony. 


HAT no form of the Common Law or Civil Law disabilities of women 
shall longer exist, but women shall be equal with men before the law. y 


ys SHQRT—THAT WOMAN SHALL NO LONGER BE IN ANY 
FORM OF SUBJECTION TO MAN IN LAW OR IN CUSTOM, 
BUT SHALL IN EVERY WAY BE ON AN EQUAL PLANE IN 
RIGHTS, AS SHE HAS ALWAYS BEEN AND WILL CONTINUE 
TO BE, IN RESPONSIBILITIES AND OBLIGATIONS. 
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Declaration of Sentiments Adopted at Seneca Falls Convention, 1848 


HE history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpa- 
tions on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object 
the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, 

let facts be submitted to a candid world. Ses , 


Hi E has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elec- 
tive franchise. : 


E has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which 
she had no voice. 


E has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant 
and degraded men—both natives and foreigners. 


AVING deprived her of this first right of a citizen, the elective fran- 
chise, thereby leaving her without representation in the halls of leg- 
islation, he has oppressed her on all sides. 


H E has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead. 


has taken from-her-all right: in property, even to the wages she 


E has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as she can commit 
many crimes with impunity, provided they be done in the presence 
of the husband. In the covenant of marriage, she is compelled to prom- 


ise obedience to her husband, he becoming, to all intents and purposes, 


her master—the law giving him power to deprive her of her liberty, and 


to administer chastisement. 


E has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the proper 
causes, and in case of separation, to whom the guardianship of the 
children shall be given, as to be wholly regardless of the happiness: of 
women—the law, in all cases, going upon a false supposition of the su- 
emacy of man, and giving: all power into his hands. 


— depriving her df all rights as a married woman, if single, and 
tha owner of property, he has taxed her to support a government 
which recognizes her only when her property can be made profitable to it. 


Hi E has monopolized nearly all the profitable employments, and from 
those she is permitted to follow, she receives but a scanty remunera- 
tion. He closes against her all the avenues of wealth and distinction which 
he considers most honorable to himself. As a ‘teacher of theology, medi- 
cine, or law, she is not known. | 


H E has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorn education, 
all colleges being closed against her. 


Hi E allows her in Church, as well as in State, but a subordinate posi- 


tion, claiming Apostolic authority for her exclusion from the minis- 
try, and, with some exceptions, from any public participation in the af- 
fairs of the Church. 


E has created a false public sentiment by giving to the world a dif- 
ferent code for men and women, by which moral delinquencies which 
exclude women from society, are not “7, tolerated, but deemed of little 
account in man. 
H E has usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself, claiming it as his 
right to assign for her a sphere of action, when eat belongs to her 
conscience and to her God. 


Hi E has endeavored, in every way that he could, to destroy her confi- 
dence in her own powers, to lessen her self-respect, and to make 
her willing to lead a dependent and abject life. 
NOW: in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people 
of this country, their social and religious degradation—in view of the 
unjust laws above mentioned, and because women do feel themselves ag- 
grieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their most sacred rights, 
we insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges 
which belong to them as citizens of the United States. 


: | N entering upon the great work before us, we anticipate no small amount 


of misconception, misrepresentation, and ridicule; but we shall use 


_ every instrumentality within our power to effect our object. We shall em- 


ploy agents, circulate tracts, petition the State and National legislatures, 
and endeavor to enlist the pulpit and the press in our behalf. We hope 
this Convention will be ‘followed by a series of Conventions embracing 
every part of the country. 


Resolutions Adopted at Seneca Falls ey 1848 


R esolved, That such laws as conflict, in any way, with the true and» 
substantial happiness of woman, are contrary to the great precept of na- 


ture and of na validity, for this is “superior in obligation to any other.” 


3 R esolved, That all laws which prevent woman from occupying such 
a station in society as her conscience shall dictate, or which place her in a 
position inferior to that of man, are contray to the great precept of nature, 
and therefore of no force or authority. 


R esolved, That woman is man’s equal—was intended to be so by the 
Creator, and the highest good of the race demands that she should be rec- 


ognized as such. 


R esolved, That the women of this country ought to be enlightened in 5 


regard to the laws under which they live, that they may no longer publish 
their degradation by declaring themselves satisfied with their present po- 
sition, nor their ignorance, by pea sizis that they have all the rights that 


they want. | 

R esolved, That inasmuch as man while ten for himself intellec- 
tual superiority, does accord to woman moral superiority, it is ~pre-emi- 
nently his duty to encourage her to speak and teach, as she has an oppor- 
tunity in all religious assemblies. 


R esolved,; That the same amount of virtue, delicacy, and refinement 
of behavior that is required of woman in the social state, should also be 


required of man, and the same transgressions should be visited with equal 


severity on both man and woman. 


Resolved, That the objection of indelicacy and impropriety which 


9 often brought against woman when she addresses.a public audience, — pirticipation with men in the various trades, professions, and commerce. — 


comes with a very ill-grace from those who encourage, by their attendance, 


her presence on the stage, in the concert, or in feats of the circus. 


R esolved, that woman has too long rested satisfied in the circum- 
scribed limits which corrupt customs and a perverted application of the 
Scriptures have marked out for her, and that it is time she should move in | 
the enlarged sphere which her great Creator has assigned her. 


R esolved, That it is the duty of the women of this country to Ae F 
to themselves their sacred right to the elective franchise. 


R esolved, That the equality of human rights results necessarily from 
the fact of the identity of.the race in capabilities and responsibilities. 


R esolved, therefore, That, being invested by the Creator with the 
same capabilities, and the same consciousness of responsibility for. their 
exercise, it is demonstrably the right and duty of woman, equally with man, 
to promote every righteous cause by every righteous means; and espe- 
cially in regard to the great subjects of morals and religion, it is self-evi- 
dently her right to participate with her brother in teaching them, both in 
private and in public, by writing and by speaking, by any instrumentali- 
ties proper to be used, and in any assemblies proper to be held; and this 
being a self-evident truth growing out of the divinely implanted principles 
of human nature, any custom or authority adverse to it, whether modern or 
wearing the lioary sanction of antiquity, is to’ be regarded as a self-evident. . 
falsehood, and at war with mankind. 7 


| R esolved, That the speedy success of our cause depends upon the 
zealous and untiring efforts of both men and women, for the overthrow 


of the monopoly of the pulpit, and for the securing to woman an equal 
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» THE PICKET LINE 


A FEW years ago oustide the White House gates a little group of 

women might be seen almost any day bearing banners. In sunshine 
and in storm, in heat and in cold, they stood there, and the substance of 
their message was, “How long must women wait for Liberty ?” 


History records that at last that question was answered by Congress 
and the various State Legislatures, for the obligation to wait for Liberty 
was removed by the passage and ratification of the Federal Suffrage 
Amendment. Women are now free in the narrow political sense, they 
may cast their ballots and if they have the wisdom, exert a profound 
influence on governmental affairs. But in the deeper meaning of the 
word Liberty they are still in much the same position as they were before 
the suffrage bill passed. With this difference, however, that now the hour 


_ of their emancipation lies not in the jurisdiction of men but in their own 


+; 


jurisdiction. 

At last women as a grouip have the power to throw off the bondage 
of the past, to take unto themselves their natural rights and to ascend to a 
plane of equal rights and opportunities with their brothers. 


The legend on the banner now reads “How is will women wait for 
Liberty 


Women no longer need to be subordinated to men, the way to equality . 


is open to them, and yet we see in the political, the economic and the so- 
cial world, yes, in every avenue of life, that they are still in almost com: 
plete subjection. From legislative halls to the police force, in the shop 
and factory, in the schools, in the home, women are still in ey gperrbe 
the same’ position they occupied before the vote was won. 
Why is this so? The answer is not far to seek. “As a woman think- 
eth in her heart so is she.” Most women despite their enfranchisement 
still suffer from an inferiority complex, they think they are weaker than 


- men, they dack courage and initiative, and they are content to bear the 


brand of inferiority which they erroneously believe Providence has placed 
upon them. 

Fortunately, however, as in earlier days, there is a vanguard which 
holds that all men and women oe free and equal, and that they are 


‘in our records. 
In addition-to sending in your own renewal on time, you can greatly © 


endowed by their Creator with certain inaljenable rights among these being 
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. 

- In great cities, in country towns, Ori isolated farms, from one end 
of our land to the other, are women who believe with passionate devotion in 
the ideal of Liberty. They believe in women, in their morality, their tem- 
perance, their love of peace, their devotion to their homes and their chil- 
dren. These women hold that an enduring civilization can never be built 
as long as women are in subjection to men,.and the flame of their devo- 
tion to the catise of equal rights is kindled by the-certain knowledge that 
the ideals for which women pre-eminently stand will never be incorpor- 


ated in our laws and customs until women are in the full sense free. 
The purpose of this publication is to bind these free-souled women ~ 


together, to hearten them by contact with others of like spirit, and to 
put forward for their-use facts both with regard to the practical progress 
of the campaign and the present position.ofs women throughout life. We 
wish as it were, to establish a new picket line throughout the Union, per- 
haps throughout. the world, where women will stand in sunshine and in 
storm, in heat and*in cold, asking always the question, “How long will 
women wait eel Liberty ?” 


AFTER SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS 
E reprint in full in this issue two Equal Rights documents of vital 


significance. One is the Declaration of Sentiments adopted at the 
Seneca Falls Convention in 1848 and the other is the Declaration of 


Principles adopted by the National Woman’s Party in-1922. It is inter- 
esting to compare these two manifestos both on the ground of their 
similarity and their dissimilarity. In the Declaration of 1848, which. was 


drawn up at the first Equal Rights convention ever held in this country, 


the bill of complaints is perhaps the part of the document that especially 
asserts itself. It is difficult for the woman of 1923 to realize that so short 
a time ago as three-quarters of a century all colleges were closed to 
women, entrance into the professions was denied and married women had 
no property rights and were otherwise civilly dead. It is not so difficult 
to recall that they were disfranchised. Within the few brief years that 


- have intervened between 1848 and 1923 the position of ‘women has very 


substantially changed. Educational opportunities have in considerable 
measure opened up for them, the professions have removed the bar, the 
discriminations against married women have been to some extent removed 
and suffrage has been won. Today we take for granted opportunities that 
were absolutely unknown to our grandmothers and even our mothers and 
too often we forget the et debt of gratitude that we owe to 
the pioneers. 


It is in the hands of the women of today to carry to its couchinion 
the movement for the complete freedom of women which was begun by 
the pioneer women of 1848. 


TO SUFF RAGIS T SUBSCRIBERS 

FTER the suffrage victory was won and while the campaign for 

Equal Rights was still in a state of flux, it will be recalled that the 
old organ of the National Woman’s Party, The Suffragist, was discon- 
tinued. At that time a considerable number of unfulfilled subscriptions 
were on our. books, so a letter was sent out from headquarters presenting 
the alternative choice of a pro rata rebate or a similar credit on the new 
official organ of the Party when it should appear. The great majority 
of Suffragist subscribers made a choice of the latter alternative, so it is 
now purposed to send EQUAL RIGHTS gratis. to them until their sub- 
scriptions expire. 
receive a bill for the coming year, and as the paper is to be supported 
almost wholly through subscriptions, it is of the ‘utmost importance that 
renewals should be made promptly, and be accompanied by money order 
oy check for the subscription price, which is two dollars. Do not send 
money through the mails. It often gets lost and causes great confusion 


assist the maintenance of the paper by securing new subscribers. We rely 
wholly upon volunteers to build the paper up, so if you believe with us 
that a journal of this sort is of advantage to the work do all that you can 
to make it a financial success, oy 


On the completion of their terms each subscriber will 


of 
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